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		Abstract

		In the aftermath of the Rwandan genocide, which took place between April 6th and July 4th, 1994 and claimed the lives of approximately 800,000 Tutsi and moderate Hutu, national reconciliation became a high priority for the Rwandan government. Being faced with an enormous caseload and compelling needs for national reconciliation, the government passed the Genocide Law in 1996 and hosted a broad spectrum of transitional justice mechanisms, including the Gacaca courts, community-based judicial mechanisms designed to restore justice and mend the torn fabric of Rwanda’s shattered society. In post-genocide Rwanda, truth-telling and perpetrators’ public apology were deemed to be the foundation stone of transitional justice, reconciliation, and eradication of the culture of impunity.

However, after trying approximately two million genocide suspects, Gacaca courts were terminated on Monday, June 18, 2012, by the Organic Law No.4 of 2012. President Paul Kagame, who took office in April 2000, announced the termination claiming that they had achieved most of what they were created for. They left behind thousands of uncompleted cases, including the cases of suspects of heinous crimes who had been tried in absentia, as well as other cases scheduled to be transferred from the ICTR. Although some commentators appreciated the Gacaca courts’ speedy trials and that it alleviated tensions between Hutu and Tutsi ethnic groups, this analysis argues that these courts symbolized the bleaker side of transitional justice, fell short of international legal standards, and failed to deliver restorative justice and reconciliation in post-genocide Rwanda.

In addressing the above argument, this paper begins by considering the evolution of the Gacaca courts, as a community-based judicial mechanism, then moves to underline a number of the courts’ major overarching shortcomings, particularly, providing victors retributive and discriminative justice, overlooking the due process obligations, falling short of adequately addressing conflict-related gender-based crimes, and failing to deliver adequate justice and sufficient reparations to genocide survivors. Finally, this inquiry concludes with an emphasis on its central legal argument that Gacaca courts utterly failed to deliver restorative justice and reconciliation in post-genocide Rwanda. 
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