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		Abstract

		John Infranca's important article "Differentiating Exclusionary Tendencies" ably navigates between the need to overcome the "Not in My Backyard" syndrome that bedevils land use policy and the concern that doing so will trample the rights of historically marginalized communities. Wisely eschewing calls for more community participation that can only embolden affluent residents to oppose badly needed housing, Infranca instead advocates for widespread land use reform to prevent neighborhood opposition from blocking new development, as well as targeted compensation rights for residents of marginalized communities who face displacement and other disruptions as a result of new development.  

In this response, I offer some reasons for skepticism about Infranca's proposals. First, empowering residents of marginalized communities to "sell" development rights through a market mechanism as Infranca proposes may leave those residents vulnerable to exploitation by people with more resources and better information.  Second, the proposal may target the wrong beneficiaries.  Public policy and media conversations surrounding the effects of land use policy on disadvantaged groups tend to focus disproportionately on the threat of "gentrification," which involves a flood of new investment into a small number of historically marginalized communities, but the more serious problem is that a much greater number of such communities have suffered decades of complete disinvestment.  Discussions surrounding gentrification often focus on how to keep people in their homes, but addressing concentrated poverty requires solutions that enable mobility out of distressed communities, or at the very least, some meaningful choice between staying and leaving.  Widespread land use reform is, as Infranca observes, likely to enable mobility without creating much risk of forcible displacement.  Therefore, I am skeptical that Infranca's compensation scheme will provide much benefit for residents of marginalized communities. 
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