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		Abstract

		The increase in serious opioid use disorder (OUD) and overdose deaths in the United States requires a response that coordinates multiple levels of government to mobilize their resources and expertise in an aligned and efficient fashion. Through the Whole-of-Government (W-G) approach, we gain an improved understanding of the design and implementation of conventional drug policy. The W-G perspective provides both a lens through which to critique current levels of alignment and misalignment between different levels of government or agencies at the same level, and a normative tool designed to structure reforms. What is required for effective policy making is comprehensive, coordinated government action across the different agencies at one level of government (be it federal or state), what we term horizontal W-G, and between different levels (federal, state, tribal, and local), what we term vertical W-G. This project constructs a much-needed whole-of-government assessment of policy strength and comprehensiveness through practical evidence assessments, policy briefs, and an open-access data portal to promote and monitor progress in developing multi-faceted, effective overdose prevention policy frameworks that address deeper social drivers of health in the United States. We identify a series of 84 actionable steps for government at all levels to improve and align drug policy in the United States. A series of six white papers provides further context to the recommendations and outlines the novel whole-of-government approach to drug policy. All are available at https://phlr.org/product/legal-path-whole-government-opioids-response
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