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		Abstract

		This article offers an interpretation, in high altitude, of law and legal thought in Brazil. It is divided into four main parts. Part I argues that law is coeval with human history. This deep evolutionary past is the reason why law eventually became ubiquitous. The ubiquity of law both permits variation and sets limits to its national/cultural development.

Part II describes and explains the core causal and attitudinal differentials of Brazilian law, of its spirit. Part III explains why and how the current paradigm of legal thought conditions the age of maturity of Brazilian law. Part IV addresses the task ahead for the spirit of Brazilian law. It must now do two things: it has a constitutional order to ever more fully and constantly materialize and it must at last develop grand, systematic formulations of its unique conception of the relationship between law and reality. Further progress on the former, I further argued, depends on the latter. Perhaps legal thought in Brazil still imagines itself peripheric.

Perhaps, because of that, it hesitates. It is not and it should not. Now, in the age of its maturity, Brazilian legal thought should appropriate on its own terms the long tradition of universal legal thought, and enlarge it. 
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