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		Abstract

		How concentrated is the market for plaintiff-side and defense-side representation in medical malpractice (med mal) cases? Do more successful lawyers (whether judged by cases or total recoveries) start off with better cases, add more value to the cases they handle, or some of both? We use a dataset of every med mal case filed in Indiana during 1976-2014 to identify the 2,717 plaintiff-side firms and 784 defense-side firms that make up the market for representation in med-mal cases. We stratify plaintiff and defense-side firms into three tiers on each side based on the number of cases they handled, and show that on both sides, the market for representation is simultaneously stratified but unconcentrated within and across strata. Elite plaintiff-side attorneys typically attended a non-elite law school in Indiana, while elite defense-side attorneys were more likely to attend a top-20 law school outside of Indiana. After controlling (imperfectly) for selection effects, we find evidence that plaintiffs who have a lawyer have higher success rates and payouts, and plaintiffs who are represented obtain better results when their lawyers are from higher tier firms. On the defense side, we find mixed evidence on whether firm tier predicts case outcomes. Assuming that plaintiffsâ€™ lawyers select cases based partly on factors we cannot observe, our estimates provide a plausible upper bound on the â€œvalue addedâ€� by different tiers of plaintiffsâ€™ lawyers. 
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