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		Abstract

		According to a well known fable, a wolf cloaked itself in sheep’s clothing to hide amongst a shepherd's flock, so that it could slowly eat the shepherd’s sheep one by one each day. This fable is meant to teach us that the true nature of something is revealed not by how it looks on the outside, but by its actions. Much like the sheep’s clothing in this fable, the cover of international law is obscuring the true nature of aggression as it operates today. 

The traditional story, retold by Oona Hathaway and Scott Shapiro in their groundbreaking book, THE INTERNATIONALISTS, casts the Old-World order of “might is right” as behind us—a bygone of the past, not applicable today. This essay questions whether we have fully left this adage behind. Distressingly, a closer look at the accountability gaps for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine reveals what has been hidden in plain sight. Though aggression is increasingly being cloaked in law’s clothing, the vestiges of a world where “might is right” lurk underneath. Whereas under the Old World Order all states could resort to war to vindicate rights, in this “modern” world order, only powerful states may do so, buttressed by the enforcement gaps in international law. That is not to say that the old and new are the same, but rather that they are more similar than international lawyers want to admit. In this new world order, while war is nominally prohibited, it is tolerated by the mighty.  In the past, states justified their violence as warranted under natural law, but today they do the same under the guise of positive law. Even when these justifications are deeply flawed, the inability to punish powerful countries who use force exposes the fragility of international law in dealing with the world’s most pressing problems.

Like the wolf, the nature of aggression—how it truly operates today—can be seen more clearly if we look at the aggressive actions of powerful states, or more precisely when their aggression goes unpunished, rather than solely at the law that covers them. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Crime of Aggression, International Criminal Law, Might Makes Right, Russia, Ukraine

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			López,  Rachel, Aggression in Law’s Clothing: Does Might Still Make Right? (January 25, 2023). Rachel López, Aggression in Law’s Clothing, 38 MD. J. INT’L L. 57 (2024).,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4337472 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4337472 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Rachel López (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					3320 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA  19104
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Princeton University - Program in Law & Public Policy]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Princeton University - Program in Law & Public Policy  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Wallace Hall
Princeton, NJ  08544
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      301

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,257

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  185,156

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       19 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Princeton University Program in Law & Public Policy Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Princeton University Program in Law & Public Policy Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            6,484

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              243

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Kim Lane Scheppele at Princeton School of Public and International Affairs, Princeton University, Anna Offit at Princeton University - Program in Law & Public Policy

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Public International Law: Human Rights eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public International Law: Human Rights eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,328

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,821

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Alan Sykes at Stanford University - Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Public International Law: Courts & Adjudication eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public International Law: Courts & Adjudication eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,294

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,717

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Alan Sykes at Stanford University - Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Public International Law: Foreign Relations & Policy Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public International Law: Foreign Relations & Policy Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,287

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,401

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Alan Sykes at Stanford University - Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Public International Law: Sources eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public International Law: Sources eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,257

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,481

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Alan Sykes at Stanford University - Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Society: International & Comparative Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: International & Comparative Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              964

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           33,043

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Christiana Ochoa at Indiana University Maurer School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    National Security & Foreign Relations Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                National Security & Foreign Relations Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              684

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,114

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Oren Gross at University of Minnesota Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Anthropology of Peace & Violence eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Anthropology of Peace & Violence eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              602

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,949

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    International, Transnational & Comparative Criminal Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International, Transnational & Comparative Criminal Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              404

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,045

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Diane Marie Amann at University of Georgia School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Legal Anthropology: Law in Global Context eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legal Anthropology: Law in Global Context eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this  journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              205

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,664

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Types of Offending eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Types of Offending eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              172

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,987

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    International Institutions: Courts eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International Institutions: Courts eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               67

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,009

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Conflict Studies: International Cooperation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Conflict Studies: International Cooperation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               54

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,537

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Kelly M. Kadera at University of Iowa - Department of Political Science, Brian H. Lai at University of Iowa - Department of Political Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Conflict Studies: Prevention, Management & Resolution eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Conflict Studies: Prevention, Management & Resolution eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               53

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,024

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Kelly M. Kadera at University of Iowa - Department of Political Science, Brian H. Lai at University of Iowa - Department of Political Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.094 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
