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		Abstract

		This Comment responds to and agrees with Professors Jack Chin and Paul Finkelman’s claim that the 1790 Naturalization Act intentionally encouraged the immigration of primarily White immigrants to ensure that the country would be a White nation. Indeed, I argue that the 1790 Act had a greater role in the establishment of the country as a White nation than Chin and Finkelman maintain in their article. Specifically, I contend that the racial restriction on citizenship that the First Congress pioneered provided powerful support to the United States’s imperialist goals at the turn of the twentieth century when it acquired territories after the Spanish American War, including the Philippines, and denied U.S. citizenship to the estimated six million Filipinos residing there. As the Comment maintains, courts relied on the 1790 Act’s goal of limiting citizenship based on race and laws governing the Philippines, including naturalization laws, to ensure that Filipinos were confined to a liminal non-citizen U.S. national political status. In so doing, courts placed Filipinos outside of the ambit of naturalization laws and guaranteed that they remained racially barred from citizenship. As neither citizen nor “alien,” this racialized liminal political status ensured that Filipinos would not have a path to citizenship during the territorial period (1898 to 1946) despite their allegiance to the United States. Thus, more than a century since the passage of the 1790 Act, the First Congress’s vision “of the United States as a White nation” not only endured but also expanded beyond the nation’s borders. 
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