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		Abstract

		Conventional wisdom holds that international law was created by powerful, primarily Western countries to preserve their own interests, and is enforced accordingly by international courts. Yet weaker states have repeatedly won landmark victories in international courts against the worldâ€™s most powerful statesâ€”including the United States, Russia, China, the United Kingdom, and France. Small states have also succeeded in bringing critical topics like climate change and nuclear weapons onto the dockets of international courts. Unable to challenge stronger states on the battlefield or in the political arena, weaker states often succeed in the courtroom. This project challenges conventional wisdom and existing scholarly accounts of how international law operates by examining how weaker states use international courts to challenge more powerful ones. This paper introduces the International Dispute Resolution Dataset, an extensive, original dataset of information relating to all cases filed at the International Court of Justice, Permanent Court of Arbitration, the International Tribunal on the Laws of the Ssea, and World Trade Organization disputes, including information related to the diplomatic relationships between parties, dyadic and regional military conflicts between states, other metrics of state power, and compliance with decisions. This paper analyzes interactions between weaker and stronger states in the International Court of Justice (ICJ) to argue that weaker states have increasingly used international law to challenge more powerful states. The paper examines the conditions under which states file cases before the ICJ, conditions under which states are likely to prevail, and how trends in statesâ€™ use of the ICJ have changed over time.  This paper presents evidence that the vast majority of the worldâ€™s states have interacted with the ICJ in some way, legitimizing its power as a global judicial institution, even at a time when critics dismiss the international justice system. 
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