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		Abstract

		The refrain Feminism Is Dead, Long Live Feminisms perfectly captures the postmodern ironies of the present moment. For feminists are in a period of transition, facing a sea of changes â€“ ones that could merely represent a change of the guard between generations or, alternatively, suggests the rise of new forms of power with multiple feminist voices reflecting growth within the field.This essay provides a historical account of the emergence of postmodern legal feminism and a map for future growth of this field. While postmodern feminism has been represented as part of the Third Wave, it has not fully been integrated within this wave of scholarship. Its analytic tools are selectively borrowed by scholars, and often misunderstood. Therefore Part I offers a narrative of postmodern theoryâ€™s emergence and partial absorption into feminism. In the discussion I offer insights to demonstrate why postmodernism was initially resisted by many feminists, and I review common critiques and concerns raised about postmodernismâ€™s role in complicating feminist politics and legal reform. Part II offers a closer examination of postmodern concepts and tools that have been underutilized in feminist legal theory. I suggest that if postmodern tools were more fully integrated we could produce more meaningful conversations within and between Second and Third Wave feminism. Specifically, I identify those the areas of postmodern theory feminists have left relatively unexplored, and demonstrate how full employment of postmodern tools better positions feminists to meet the challenges of the day. This discussion is critical, as the incomplete integration of postmodern theory has created key blockages in contemporary feminist theorizing and activism. 
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