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		Abstract

		Can local governments play a critical role in saving the global environment?  Professor Robert R.M. Verchick argues that they are already.  Drawing upon his experiences as a Major Group Delegate at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, South Africa, Professor Verchick explains how acting out of their own self-interest, local governments have begun to see that thinking and acting locally not only improve local conditions, but also contributes substantially to national and international environmental goals.  Concluding that only through the coordination of international, national and local efforts to improve the environment will sustainable development be possible, Professor Verchick's article is a forceful argument for the need for local action in confronting a global problem. 
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