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		Abstract

		For contemporary biologists, behavior - like physical form - evolves. Although evolutionary processes do not dictate behavior in any inflexible sense, they nonetheless contribute significantly to the prevalence of various behavioral predispositions that, in turn, tend to yield observable patterns of behavior within every known species.    

This Article explores the implications for law of evolved behavioral predispositions in humans, urging both caution and optimism.     

Part I of the Article provides A Primer in Law-Relevant Evolutionary Biology, assuming no prior knowledge in the subject. Part II coins the term evolutionary analysis in law and proposes a model for conducting it.  That part demonstrates how legal thinkers can locate, assess, and use knowledge about evolutionary influences on human behavior to further the pursuit of many existing social and legal goals. The Article illustrates the operation of that method by showing how it could aid ongoing efforts to understand and curb child abuse. Throughout, the emphasis is on how the evolutionary perspective on human behavior will typically and usefully supplement, rather than supplant, prevailing notions of the many influences on behavior and the complex interactions among them. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Evolutionary Analysis in Law, Behavioral Biology, Evolution, Child Abuse

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Jones,  Owen D., Evolutionary Analysis in Law: An Introduction and Application to Child Abuse.  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=611961
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Owen D. Jones (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: Vanderbilt University - Law School & Dept. of Biological Sciences]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Vanderbilt University - Law School & Dept. of Biological Sciences  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					131 21st Avenue South
Nashville, TN  37203-1181
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://law.vanderbilt.edu/bio/owen-jones
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      547

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,857

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   93,576

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        8 Citations
		

	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Criminology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Criminology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,236

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,936

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Paul H. Robinson at University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Family & Children's Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Family & Children's Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              884

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,853

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jane M. Spinak at Columbia Law School, June Carbone at University of Minnesota - Twin Cities - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Law & Evolution eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Evolution eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              280

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              262

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jeffrey Evans Stake at Indiana University Maurer School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Sex, Culture, and the Biology of Rape: Toward Explanation and Prevention

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Owen D. Jones
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Legal Scholarship, Humility, and the Scientific Method

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    David J. Herring
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Racial Disproportionality Movement in Child Welfare: False Facts and Dangerous Directions

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Elizabeth Bartholet
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Adoption and Safe Families Act-Hope and its Subversion

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David J. Herring
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Evolutionary Theory and Behavioral Biology Research: Implications for Law

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David J. Herring
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.063 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

