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		Abstract

		This Article offers a new perspective on consumer bankruptcy reform, which continues to be the subject of fierce debate in the U.S.  France introduced consumer debt relief into its consumer protection law 15 years ago, and the multi-stage development of this relief offers many lessons and insights for U.S. policymakers.  Beginning with a description of the legal and market forces that created a consumer debt crisis in France, this Article analyzes the French law on Consumer Overindebtedness, both as it stands in the law books, and how it has played out in practice.  The law in books has often differed quite dramatically from the law in action in this system in important and intriguing ways.  From this examination, this Article extracts several lessons for U.S. law reformers.  Most importantly, French law has achieved a more balanced and coherent approach to responsibility, which seems to be the driving concept in the most recent U.S. reform movement and will likely continue to motivate future reforms. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Consumer bankruptcy, comparative law, French law, consumer protection

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Kilborn,  Jason J., La Responsabilisation De L'Economie: What the United States Can Learn from the New French Law on Consumer Overindebtedness. Michigan Journal of International Law, Vol. 26, p. 619, 2005,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=703961
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jason J. Kilborn (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Illinois Chicago School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					300 S. State Street
Chicago, IL  60604
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      311

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,748

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  177,221

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       14 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Comparative Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Comparative Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,671

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,894

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Francesco Parisi at University of Minnesota - Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Bankruptcy, Reorganization & Creditors eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Bankruptcy, Reorganization & Creditors eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,442

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,362

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Barry E. Adler at New York University School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Law & Society: International & Comparative Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: International & Comparative Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              964

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,995

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Christiana Ochoa at Indiana University Maurer School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    European Public Law: National eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Public Law: National eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              732

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,730

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Paul B. Stephan at University of Virginia School of Law, A.U. (AndrÃ©) Janssen at Radboud University Nijmegen - Faculty of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Society: Private Law - Financial Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: Private Law - Financial Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              727

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,827

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Sarah Jane Hughes at Indiana University Bloomington School of Law 

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Young Scholars Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Young Scholars Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              681

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,008

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Robin Fretwell Wilson at University of Illinois College of Law, David A. Hyman at Georgetown University Law Center

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Bankruptcy and Small Firms' Access to Credit

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jeremy Berkowitz
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Michelle J. White
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Bankruptcy and Small Firms' Access to Credit

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jeremy Berkowitz
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Michelle J. White
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Personal Bankruptcy and the Level of Entrepreneurial Activity

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Wei Fan
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Michelle J. White
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Personal Bankruptcy and the Level of Entrepreneurial Activity

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Wei Fan
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Michelle J. White
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Determinants of the Consumer Bankruptcy Decision

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ian Domowitz
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Robert Sartain
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Bankruptcy Exemptions and the Market for Mortgage Loans

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard M. Hynes
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeremy Berkowitz
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Bankruptcy and the Market for Mortgage and Home Improvement Loans

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Emily Y. Lin
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Michelle J. White
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Bankruptcy Reform and Credit Cards

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michelle J. White
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            An Optimal Personal Bankruptcy Procedure and Proposed Reforms

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Hung-jen Wang
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Michelle J. White
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Bankruptcy Law and Entrepreneurship

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John Armour
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Douglas J. Cumming
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.087 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

