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		Legitimacy is central to nearly all human relationships and, in turn, to most social science theories. Yet, it is seldom discussed by social scientists because it is "squishy," vague, impossible to define precisely or operationalize in any neat fashion. By contrast, this paper develops a relational theory of authority that understands consent to emerge from the exchange of social order in return for compliance and obedience by the ruled. Legitimacy, in turn, embodies collective consent to rule, which in my view is rooted in interests vested in the social order. This conception of authority and legitimacy is applied to the problems of state-building after civil war and theories of international relations. 
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