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		Abstract

		Contemporary observers of the human rights movement are fully cognizant of the fact that despite all the advances in international rights protection, we are not even remotely close to achieving a tolerable standard of conduct by states during internal strife. The book, published as part of the Procedural Aspects of International Law Series, begins by defining and categorizing the various kinds of emergencies. The book, which evolved from a decade of research and a thesis at Oxford University on the problem of protecting human rights during states of emergency, then explores the detrimental effects of emergencies on human rights. Typical occurrences during such internal strife are inter alia disappearances, summary executions, blatant violations of due process, torture, extracted confessions, etc. The author examines and thoroughly analyses these effects under three subheadings: changes in the allocation of powers within the government; what she terms invasion of absolute rights; and restrictions of other fundamental rights. Breaking down the analysis enhances a reader's understanding of the effects. Without diminishing the excellence of the book, it could also have benefited from the inclusion of a more detailed discussion of the role domestic courts can play in protecting rights. A notable feature of the book is its extensive and meticulous referencing of sources. 
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