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		Abstract

		Many authors would agree on the hypothesis that development in the Islamic world is deficient. However, various factors insufficiently understood by existing theory combine to explain why pessimistic visions do not correspond to the complete reality. With rising levels of purchasing power parity gross domestic product, the today existing world of Islamic countries had much a higher positive correlation with rising income levels than the entire world economy (n = 174 countries with UNDP data) for the following indicators:     

Â· growth of female economic activity (1975=100) Â· female tertiary students as % of males Â· % immunization against TB Â· % female administrators and managers Â· % immunization against measles Â· gender empowerment Â· % female professional and technical workers Â· male life expectancy Â· female life expectancy     

With rising income levels, the world of Islam also much better avoided the following negative phenomena of the development process than the entire world economy:     

Â· divorce rate as % of marriages Â· % population, aged >65y, 1998 Â· male suicide rate per 100.000 inhabitants Â· female suicide rate per 100.000 inhabitants Â· juvenile convictions as % of all convictions Â· % population, aged >65y, 2015 Â· HIV rate Â· maternal mortality ratio Â· central government expenditures as % of GDP Â· infant mortality rate Â· % people not expected to survive age 60 Â· rapes per 100.000 women aged >15 y.     

Several of the negative effects which we above described, and which the UNDP Arab Human Development Report 2002 calls the three deficits of human development in the region, might still be caused by other influences, and not the status of a country as an Islamic nation. Under due consideration of the often very strong interactions of development level on development performance (third order polynomial expressions), the exclusion from or membership of a country in the European Union, and the degree of 'globalization' (net direct foreign investment inflows per GDP) it is shown that Islamic Organization Conference membership has the following statistically significant positive multivariate effect on:    

Â· economic growth while the only negative effect had to be observed for Â· female share in life years     

A European Union membership perspective and the application of the 'Acquis Communautaire' in the southern Mediterranean countries would quite rapidly help to overcome still existing deficits. To exclude the Islamic Southern Mediterranean in the long-term from the project of a Europe of peace would be self-defeating, also from a very narrowly defined European self-interest. The Arab socialist legacy from the days of Bandung, together with cautious liberalization strategies and a civil society in which income redistribution for religious purposes indeed takes place, combined to make development more viable than one would imagine under such adverse external conditions.     

There is no justification to scornfully look at the Islamic world. Both sides along what still might look like a cultural deviding line - should begin to learn again from the very positive co-existence that existed in Spain before the Reconquista 1492. The peaceful coexistence and economic convergence between Europe and Islam could even become the basis of future European well-being in world society. 
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