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		Abstract

		Today, more people are using cosmetics on a daily basis. What was once nothing more than a small-scale, door-to-door sales operation has become a multi-million dollar industry.  

Concerns for cosmetic safety first arose in the early 1900s, as consumers faced adverse health effects from dangerous ingredients in product formulations. Along with the growth of cosmetic sales has come an increase in public requests for safety measures to prevent cosmetic hazards.  

Public concerns influenced Congress to include cosmetic regulation in the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act of 1938. To date, there has not been substantial change in cosmetic regulation.  More recently, consumers have expressed desires for the adoption of more stringent regulation.  

This paper reviews the history of cosmetic regulation, provides a critique of the effectiveness of current regulations and highlights important issues concerning globalization, consumer demand, and the resulting impact on industry manufacturers. 
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