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		Abstract

		The paper adopts relational theory, a strand of feminist political philosophy, in order to read recent debates in family law about the place of contract in the spousal context. It argues that the literature wrongly reads the Supreme Court of Canada's leading cases in Miglin v. Miglin and Hartshorne v. Hartshorne as exemplifying a stark opposition between ones favoring enforcement of spousal agreements and ones opposing it. The paper argues that the divided judgments in those cases show the judges to be much closer than is usually supposed, finding common ground in what might be called a contextual method informed by relational theory. The paper argues, then, against the reductive habit of reading family law through a Manichaean feminist perspective. The potential and perils of private ordering are, viewed from a feminist perspective, more complicated than is often acknowledged by feminist family law scholars. 
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