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		The lawyer or law firm that controls client files has distinct advantages in any competition for clients. Not surprisingly, disputes over control and possession of client files have long occupied the attention of courts and ethics committees, which over the years have developed a significant body of case law and ethics opinions addressing myriad issues relating to client files. Existing guidance, however, largely is directed to a world of â€œhard copyâ€� files where pieces of paper neatly assembled within file folders invite a property-based analysis whenever disagreements over possession or access arise.      
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