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		Th is article briefly discusses the various laws passed by the regime of President Musharraf (1999–2008) to relieve the plight of helpless Pakistani women and analyses the PWA from a legal, rather than a political, perspective. It scrutinizes the criticism of leading ʿulama, such as Justice (r) Taqi Usmani, Muft i Muneebur Rahman, Moulana Abdul Malik, and Hasan Madani; considers the position of women rights groups about the PWA; discusses the claim of the government that the Act is compatible with the Holy Qur’an and the Sunnah and discusses the changes introduced by the PWA. It also discusses various lacunas that are left unaddressed by the Act and many legal questions that might crop up in the course of its implementation and interpretation by the courts. 
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