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		Abstract

		Since 2002, Quebec has provided a means for a child to acquire two parents of the same sex via the original act of birth. This paper presents Quebec’s 2002 reforms relating to filiation to an English-language Canadian readership. It also aims to enlarge the doctrinal discourse in that province, where a positivist approach still prevails. It adopts an affirmatively antihomophobic and feminist approach and draws on feminist methodological concerns with the experience of women’s lives. The paper takes three elements of Quebec’s regime and holds them against accounts of the parenting practices of lesbian couples drawn from the social sciences literature. The elements are the lack of formality for the exchange of consent that creates a parental project, the recognition of two women as legal "mothers," and the restriction to a pair of parents at most. The argument is that the lack of formality finds little support in the practices of lesbian parents, while recognizing two "mothers" and restricting parents to two rests on substantial - but not uncontradicted - evidence. Indeed, the complexity of the social science accounts hints at the difficulties of straightforward assumptions that family law can ever "reflect" or "fit" social practices. 
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