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		Abstract

		In recent years, many research trials in developing countries have been criticized because they would have been unethical in developed countries. For example, studies of therapy to prevent HIV-transmission from mother to child were criticized for employing a placebo control when a similar study in the United States would have required an active treatment control. In the view of many commentators, researchers may not employ a double standard in which studies that would be unacceptable in their own country are conducted instead in developing countries.    

I argue in this paper that researchers can take into account local circumstances in applying universal principles of research ethics, with the result that studies may be ethical in some countries even though they are unethical in other countries. I further argue that while strong safeguards must be adopted to prevent exploitation of citizens of developing countries when local circumstances are taken into account, the guidelines of the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS) are unduly strict. CIOMS requires that the therapy studied be made reasonably available in the host country after the clinical trial. By analogizing to non-research settings, I conclude that exploitation can be avoided by the provision of other kinds of benefit to the host country, such as royalty payments from sales of the therapy in developed countries. 
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