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		Abstract

		Comparing the three texts which are so varied in form and structure is a daunting task. However, one can always find similarities in the writing style of W.H. Auden, Eugene Ionesco and Kurt Vonnegut. Auden’s The Unknown Citizen is written in the voice of a fictional government bureaucrat and it uses parody to protest the numbing effects of modern life – its indifference towards individuality and identity. On the other hand, Ionesco’s The Leader is a one act bizarre and highly symbolic play. Both these works have used several symbols to bring along the main theme of the texts. Kurt Vonnegut’s short story Harrison Bergeron is a satirical science fiction tale about the dark side of an ideal, utopian American society. The common theme between the three texts is to showcase the absurdity underlying the American society and to reveal it by using satire (Hattenhauer, 1998). 
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