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		Abstract

		Pennsylvania is an outstanding leader in enacting environmental legislation which forms the jurisdictional foundation in confronting and thwarting the devastating consequences of pollution in the Commonwealth. The purpose of this article is to demonstrate how Pennsylvania may serve as a role model for other states to emulate. This article focuses on the efforts of the Pennsylvania legislature, the judiciary and the prosecution. Criminal sanctions in various types of environmental legislation are detailed. The specific judicial decisions highlighted concern constitutional challenges to environmental laws in a criminal context and the undertaking by the Pennsylvania courts to impose stringent criminal sanctions. Finally, this article delineates Pennsylvania's current and future agenda in terms of legislative enactments that contain criminal sanctions with a resultant assurance that Pennsylvania's environment will be immunized from future ruination. 
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