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		After the attacks of September 2001, U.S. President George W. Bush declared a global ‘war’ against international terrorism and authorized a program of kidnappings, detentions, and transfers of presumed terrorists to secret prisons in third-party States, in which it is suspected that torture was used as a means of interrogation with the goal of obtaining information about future terrorist attacks. This practice, called ‘extraordinary rendition,’ under certain conditions goes further than arbitrary detention and shows similarities to the forced disappearance of persons. The distinction is relevant, among other reasons, because cases of Extraordinary Renditions that could be classified as forced disappearance may constitute a violation of ius cogens, generating international responsibility for States and the possibility of perpetrating crimes against humanity for individuals who commit these illegal acts. 
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