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		Abstract

		Gone are the days when the sole duty of a pharmacist consisted of accurately filling and dispensing prescription drugs. Today, the role of the pharmacist in the health care system has taken on a greater significance. Traditionally, the physician had the sole responsibility to monitor and counsel the drug consumption of a patient. However, recent changes in the education of the pharmacist, technology, direct-to-consumer advertising, and the competitive nature of the pharmaceutical market has altered the scope of liability on the part of the pharmacist.  

Most courts found pharmacists owed no duty to warn. The consensus among the majority of courts centered on the physician as the conduit to convey information to the patient and to assess the risks involved with the adverse effects of a prescription drug. The physician, as the learned intermediary between the manufacturer and the patient, was the proper medical professional to warn a patient of possible risks associated with drug consumption. Thus, the sole obligation of the pharmacist centered on the accurate dispensing of pharmaceuticals.  

Over the years, the view of pharmacy has evolved into greater recognition of pharmacists as proactive professionals in the health care field. Advances in technology also expanded the capabilities and role of pharmacists. Computer systems that maintain patient profiles and warn of drug interactions are now commonly utilized within the pharmaceutical market. Changes in the nature of the pharmaceutical industry have resulted in direct-to-consumer advertising and increased competition between pharmacies.  

This Policy Forum focuses on past and present cases and how recent changes in the pharmaceutical and health care industry altered the traditional view that a pharmacist owned no duty to warn his patient. A review of past and present case law will examine the progression from early rulings when a pharmacist had no duty to warn to the current duties of a pharmacist to a consumer and possibly to a third party non-patient. The article concludes by recognizing that the minority position that encompasses both a duty to warn and a duty to refuse to fill a validly issued prescription might in the future become the majority prevailing view. 
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