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		Abstract

		Through an inventor survey, we find substantial error in patent-based career histories of engineers and scientists due to contract R&D, mergers and acquisitions, and organization policy and name change.  By contrast, online career profiles provide more accurate histories.  

Patent histories cause misclassification of mobility -- false positives (wrongly recording change of employer), and false negatives (failing to record change of employer).   The online profiles can be used to correct misclassification bias in regressions of mobility.  Further, we develop a procedure to gauge the robustness of regression estimates to misclassification.  

We replicate Palomeras and Melero's (2010) study of the mobility of IBM employees.  Their findings are not robust to the use of online profiles to more accurately classify IBM employees and measure their mobility. 
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