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		Abstract

		This policy brief, written for and distributed by the Arkansas Access to Justice Commission, reports two sets of data related to the shortage of lawyers in rural Arkansas.  The first set of data regards the number of lawyers practicing in each of the stateâ€™s 25 lowest-population counties and the ratio of lawyers per 1,000 residents in each of those counties.  This data is juxtaposed next to the poverty rate and population of each of county.      

The policy brief also reports the results of a survey of Arkansas lawyers and law students, the latter from both the University of Arkansas Fayetteville Law School and the University of Arkansas at Little Rock/Bowen School of Law.  These surveys probed respondentsâ€™ attitudes toward rural practice, among other matters.  The policy brief reports a summary of those responses.  Finally, the policy brief reports on a 2015 legislative proposal aimed at alleviating the shortage of lawyers serving rural Arkansans.       

This policy brief is a forerunner to a fuller, academic analysis of these and other data sets relevant to the geography of access to justice in Arkansas.  That analysis will appear in an article that will be published by the University of Arkansas at Little Rock Law Journal (forthcoming 2015).  The authors anticipate that these investigations in Arkansas may provide a model for other states concerned about the shortage of lawyers working in rural areas. 
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