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		Abstract

		In discussing whether constitutionalism must necessarily be secular, it should first be made clear that the topic of constitutional secularism is not about belief. In addressing this theme and arguing in favor of secularism, I am not engaging in the deconstruction of religious belief which has been prominent in recent literature, such as Richard Dawkins in The God Delusion or of Sam Harris in The End of Faith. I am not decrying the dangers of belief in God or in gods or in "teapots orbiting the earth." On the contrary, religious belief and its manifestation are guaranteed in the context of international human rights and secular constitutions. Secular constitutionalism guarantees a neutral public space for equal participation by those of religious belief and non-belief alike, and private space for matters, including religious matters, in which the state may not enter. What I aim to discuss in this paper is the benefits of secular constitutionalism for democratic regimes when contrasted with the alternatives and the alternatives are the nonsecular: religious diversity, pluralism or theo-democracy. On this analysis, followed with examples of constitutional adjudication of the clash between each of the monotheisms and human rights, I argue that secular constitutionalism is essential to human rights. 
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