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		From a particular feminist perspective, Justice LeBel’s judgments in family law are puzzling. He authored several dissents that appear to advance a feminist position. In his final family appeal, however, in which he wrote the principal judgment rejecting the Charter challenge to Quebec’s legislative policy regarding unmarried cohabitants, he came down soundly against mainstream feminist wisdom in the common-law provinces. Addressing this puzzle, this paper suggests that LeBel J.’s judgments represent a particular institutionalist perspective. This perspective prioritizes the legislature as source of law reform and inclines against using the Charter to effect fundamental change. It derives from an understanding of the civil law tradition in Quebec and finds support in that province’s record of family law reform.  Associating LeBel J. with this view of the respective roles of legislature and judiciary reduces the tension that his output in family law generates. Beyond that, the paper is a reminder of the complexity of family law in the Canadian federation, which involves multiple legal traditions and multiple feminisms, and of the importance of attending to first-order and second-order factors when reading judgments. 
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