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		Abstract

		This paper surveys the place of contract or private ordering in the family law of the Canadian common-law provinces. While a certain space for legally effective private arrangements is evident respecting the vertical, parent-child relations of family law as well as the horizontal ones of adult intimate relations, there are limits. The common law sources studied may not frame those limits as explicitly as the civil lawâ€™s constraints based on public order and good morals. Yet principles such as the courtâ€™s abiding jurisdiction to order support for a former spouse and the imperative of safeguarding the best interest of a child significantly constrain private ordering. On the matter of procedural contractualization or private ordering, the proliferation of programs and forms of dispute resolution complicates the picture. There is an impulse to foster out-of-court settlement of family disputes, balanced against certain controls. The overall observation is that efforts to protect vulnerable individuals and to assert the public interest in these common-law jurisdictions take the form of heightened scrutiny or review powers bearing on the products of private ordering, rather than the demarcation of zones in which contract is forbidden. 
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