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		Abstract

		Global climate change in the Arctic presents this consideration of legal and political issues attending the possible commercial use of the Northern Sea Route, a treacherous stretch of the fabled Northeast Passage atop Russia that connects Asia with Europe.  Geographers and discoverers have long understood the route presents the shortest distance for commercial exchange between Asian and European commercial hubs and if the route proves viable and safe to navigate, its use will dramatically impact world trade.  Competing legal classifications of the route and contested sovereignty claims complicate this emerging discussion.  This article canvasses the current prospects for commercial use of the route and contrasts that use with opposing claims involving the legal classification of this Arctic waterway through analogous recourse to the Roman law principle of uti possidetis. 
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