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		Abstract

		In 1992, the Chamber of the International Court of Justice affirmed a joint ownership agreement over a body of water known as the Gulf of Fonseca.  The three states adjoining the Pacific Ocean shores of the Gulf of Fonseca â€“ El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua -- were declared joint sovereigns over the water.  The decision affirmed a ruling of the 1917 Central American Court of Justice and gave renewed prominence to the concept of condominium arrangements in international law.  This paper critically analyzes the bases for both Courtsâ€™ decisions in light of the factual and historical circumstances (effectivitÃ©s) that the Chamber uncovered and applied to what it declared to be a sui generis circumstance.  Drawing from references to uti possidetis, and mindful of the belligerent pre and post-colonial histories of the states assigned this shared sovereignty, this paper suggests the application of condominium was judicially constructed.  The condominium arrangementâ€™s uneasy reception among the three states continues to date and has complicated the administration of justice by courts and tribunals in ways not fully apparent.  The condominium concept as applied to the Gulf of Fonseca calls into question the proper role of decision makers in the pacific settlement of disputes. 
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