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		This comparative paper inquires what cohabitation has done to law in France and Quebec, two places that have resisted reforming law to recognize cohabitants. It makes three contentions. First, the legislative drafters' 'conservative' approach has failed to 'conserve' marriage, its legal significance, and related legal categories. Despite legislative abstinence from recognizing cohabitants in formal, direct terms, ad-hoc responses to cohabitation have in effect amended marriage and surrounding law informally and indirectly. Second, a significant cleavage separates law from its dominant justificatory discourse, cohabitants' freedom to marry and to make arrangements for themselves by contract. Our survey reveals that this justification fails to convince the legislative drafters and judges whose work it purportedly justifies. Theoretical resources from critical geography, queer theory, and socio-legal work on law reform aid us in making out these contentions. Third, turning to the mentalitÃ© or legal culture of France and Quebec, the dominant approach to cohabitation may be symptomatic of an impoverished misreading of the civil law traditionâ€™s resources and epistemology. 
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