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		Abstract

		This paper pushes back at the conjuncture of Utopia and human rights. A focus on Utopia risks obscuring complexities in the process of realizing rights in time through institutions of governance. The first part recounts judicial rituals by which judges delay the coming into effect of their conclusion that a law violates human rights. Reference to Utopia exposes tension in the rights enterprise insofar as the more â€˜radicalâ€™ approach involves not imagining rights for the future, but insisting on their enforcement now. The second part addresses a controversy around the moment when a right, on its best understanding, began to produce legal effects binding on governments. This issue raises questions about how evolving understandings of rights fit into theories of the Constitution and of judicial power â€“ and about responsibility for the blind spots of the past. The third part analyzes these examplesâ€™ effect of displacing human rights from past and present to future. If such a displacement appears natural to philosophers who view human rights as intrinsically Utopian and future-oriented, it is disruptive for juristsâ€™ theory of a supreme Constitution and its effect on laws that infringe rights. Where a Utopian focus on rights may imply a static condition, this paperâ€™s cases underscore the processes of governance and of working out an inter-institutional division of labour. They invite attention not only to ends, but also to means. 
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