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		Abstract

		This paper discusses the main arguments for and against rationing health care at the end of life in the United States.  It was published in 2010 in connection with a National Debate and Discussion Series by the University of Virginiaâ€™s Miller Center on End-of-Life Care.  The perspectives discussed in the paper against rationing health care at the end of life include the following: (a) there is nothing wrong with spending large amounts of money on health care, including at the end of life; (b) cost-savings at the end of life can be achieved by â€œrational careâ€� rather than by rationing care; and (c) targeting end-of-life care for rationing would be unethical and result in only small cost savings.  The primary argument in favor of rationing at the end of life is that rationing health care in some way is unavoidable and inevitable and that rationing at the end of life is far preferable to our current system of rationing.  â€œEnd of lifeâ€� may mean the end of a particular individualâ€™s life, no matter the personâ€™s age or cause of dying.  Under a second meaning, â€œend of lifeâ€� refers to old age, or the end of a natural life span.  Arguments in favor of rationing at the end of life in both senses is explored. 
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