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		The modern face of medicine reflects a prodigious and growing range of treatment options. Paralleling this growth, society is witnessing an expanding acceptance of respect for patient autonomy in healthcare decision-making. While acknowledging that active patient involvement in medical management can lead to a more successful outcome, physicians can become frustrated when their advice is ignored or rejected by patients.  This dynamic has created both a partnership and tension in the doctor-patient relationship. In England and Scotland, a body of law has developed which has begun to sort out the complex issues that can arise when patients, families and physicians disagree. The authors of LEGAL & ETHICAL ASPECTS OF HEALTH CARE take on the task of explaining this body of law in a way that all of the stakeholders can understand.   

After the introductory chapters that provide a simple guide to the legal system and an overview of the National Health Service, McLean and Mason address a broad range of subjects, including: confidentiality (Chapter 3), informed consent (Chapter 4), the right to refuse medical treatment (Chapter 5), medical negligence (Chapter 6), research on human subjects (Chapter 7), assisted reproduction (Chapter 8), genetics (Chapters 9 and 11), abortion (Chapter 10), end-of-life decision-making (Chapter 12), organ donation (Chapter 13), sex and gender (Chapter 14), mental health and capacity (Chapter 15) and, law and the elderly (Chapter 16). 
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