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		When citizens of countries that outlaw surrogacy travel abroad to have a child with the help of a surrogate mother, there is no guarantee the child will be recognized as a citizen of the parents' home country.  The refusal of citizenship has been an effort to discourage people from employing a method of having children that some countries find reprehensible.  Lawsuits brought by aggrieved parents have reached the European Court of Human Rights, which has held that it is indefensible for a government to use its prohibition on surrogacy as a justification for denying children their human rights.  This article discusses six cases brought against three European nations to explain how the European Court of Human Rights has balanced the discretion of states to pass legislation that reflects their deeply held values with the right of children not to be denied essential aspects of their identity. 
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