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		Abstract

		Lawyers and law professors select our professional outfits each day, often experiencing a mix of consternation and gratification. The dread springs from our failures: to know what constitutes the â€œright look;â€� to be able to achieve that â€œright look;â€� to anticipate what the day will bring; to have prepared by doing the laundry or other tasks. The joy resides in self-expression; we fashion ourselves as works of art, even within the constraints of professional attire.

It could have been different. We could have sacrificed the satisfaction of self-expression for the complacency of conformity; we could wear robes. Judges â€” at least when they are the bench â€” are relieved from the obligation of selecting their attire even as they are denied their individuality. But the history and current controversies of robes, for judges and others, is not so simple. Professional dress in classrooms and courtrooms shares the common ancestry of academic and legal robes, both of which are related to the dress of religious clerics. The main purposes were  hierarchal: a personâ€™s individuality is subsumed by a costume that symbolized respect for the profession and the dignity of it.It can sometimes seem to be a tempting solution to alleviate the discriminations, angst, and even cost of dressing professionally â€” especially for those whose appearance is gendered female or nonbinary â€” to argue for the adoption of robes in the legal and teaching professions. But even if this were possible, it is not a tenable solution. 
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