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		Abstract

		Every year, hundreds of thousands of people apply for citizenship in the United States. Their pursuit of citizenship is premised on a right to naturalize created by the Constitution and codified by federal law. In Colorado, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service â€“ Denver Field Office backlog in naturalization applications is 9,325 and wait times range from 10 to 19.5 months, double since 2016. Processing times that exceed the six-month statutory mandate compromise these individuals' path to naturalization and the other rights that citizenship provides. The Colorado State Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights voted to study the civil rights implications of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serviceâ€™s naturalization backlog in Colorado. They find that the substantial delay to naturalization created by the backlog negatively impacts voting rights, civil rights, and the administration of justice. 
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