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		Abstract

		It is a fundamental feature of parliamentary democracies for parliament to act as a bulwark against executive power so as to ensure the maintenance of the rule of law. In order for parliament to perform its oversight functions, it is imperative that members of parliament (â€œMPsâ€�) enjoy independence from the stranglehold of their political parties while scrutinizing the actions of the executive and deliberating the national issues facing the electorate. In Bangladesh, the founding fathers, in order to avoid the troubling experiences of unprincipled defections of MPs during the past union with Pakistan, which adversely affected the stability of governments, incorporated an anti-defection provision in Article 70 of the Constitution of Bangladesh, 1972. However, the anti-defection provision contained in the Constitution, in endeavoring to curb unprincipled defections, has adversely impacted the independence of MPs by compelling them to blindly comply with the directives of their parties in Parliament, thereby impeding the provisionâ€™s competence to act as a check on the powers of the executive. Consequently, the current government of Bangladesh Awami League, by dint of Article 70, has persuaded Parliament to incorporate far-reaching amendments in the Constitution, which in turn have enabled the regime to essentially substitute the rule of law with the rule of man, in violation of the guarantees contained in the Preamble of the Constitution. Thus, the presence of the anti-defection provision in the Constitution has impeded the institutionalization of Parliament. Accordingly, this Article puts forward concrete recommendations for liberalizing the anti-defection provision contained in Article 70 in order to maintain an appropriate balance between ensuring the stability of the political system against unprincipled defection and safeguarding the independence of MPs to enforce the accountability of the executive branch of government. 
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