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		Abstract

		The phrase “access to justice” general denotes providing fair, equitable, low cost, and quality legal services for all individuals regardless of gender, socio-economic status, race, color, language or religion.  The conversation around access to justice has been going on for decades within the legal community and seems to mostly be focused primarily on individuals accessing the legal system.  Whether it be a discussion as to how to provide free attorneys, lower the costs of filing a legal document, finding ways to provide services in multiple languages or even transportation to the court houses, the parameters have always focused on this issue singularly.  Where the focus is lacking is on small, micro or nano businesses who also have trouble accessing the court system, mostly because of inexperience, fear or lack of knowledge as to whether the issue they are facing is “legal” or not, and the seemingly intimidating barrier of hiring an attorney.   

As a former legal practitioner, one who has studied and practiced in areas that focus on access to justice, as well as a former law school professor and a current community college faculty member, I want to use my experience to consider how access to justice concerns can be addressed outside of narrow, typical definition, and actually address access to justice concerns for other groups that have been left out of the conversation, such as small, micro or nano businesses. I found that access to justice can be addressed in the classroom, particularly through the Business Law curriculum. This article provides the means and mechanisms for implementing practical training in a Business Law class that will assist future business leaders on how to confidentially break down some of the barriers that research has shown create access to justice issues for those businesses:  knowing when or if an attorney is needed for a legal issue, how a particular legal issue many need to be addressed, empowerment in the attorney-hiring process and a centralized focus on key contractual clauses. 
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