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		Abstract

		The Capitol Riot in Washington D.C. was a coup attempt intending to upend American democracy.  Although the attempted coup was ultimately unsuccessful, it remains a matter of ongoing concern.  The socioeconomic and political factors that lead to the coup, namely the ever-broadening gap between the rich and poor in America, along racial lines, massive unemployment leftover from a worldwide pandemic, and social unrest and discord, still exist.  History has shown when these factors are presentâ€”democracies fail.  This Article examines the current, precarious state of American democracy, starting with unsettling comparisons to 1930â€™s Germany and concluding with an examination of famed historian Juan Linzâ€™s Litmus test for a healthy democracy. Alarmingly, America is failing this test. If American democracy is to continue, real change must happen. If not, the Capitol riots were not the culmination of angst and frustration, but merely the beginning. 
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