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		Abstract

		As chair of the Nevada Gaming Commission, Nevada lieutenant governor and assemblyman, and U.S. Congressman, Harry Reid has shaped state and federal tax systems for most of his life. From Nevada gaming taxes; to fundamental tax restructuring in President Reaganâ€™s Tax Reform Act of 1986; to President Clintonâ€™s expansion of working familiesâ€™ refundable tax credits in the 1990s; to President Bushâ€™s tax cuts in the 2000s; to President Obamaâ€™s 2009 Recovery Act and the landmark 2010 Affordable Care Act; to President Trumpâ€™s 2017 Tax Cut and Jobs Act; and finally supporting President Bidenâ€™s Build Back Better plan, Harry Reid has been in every room where tax legislation was happening for more than five decades. 

Just three months before his passing, Senator Reid wrote an op-ed published in The Hill, writing, in part, as follows: â€œI urge my colleagues to . . . apply some simple tests: First, do you want a tax system where the super wealthy donâ€™t pay their fair share and never have to pay tax on their vast fortunes? Second, do you want a tax system that lets corporations hide profits overseas and pay lower effective rates than middle-class Americans? Third, do you want a tax system that lets the wealthy and corporations get away with not paying the tax they owe? The answer to each of these questions should be simple: no.â€� There is no doubt that Nevadaâ€™s bare-knuckle fighter and brilliant negotiator Harry Reid has been integral to shaping state and federal tax systems for most of his stellar career. 
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