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		Abstract

		While the signposts on Taiwan independence signify troubled waters ahead, what appears to be missing is a thoughtful long-term policy initiative supporting Taiwanese independence and recognizing statehood, along with clearcut strategies to achieve those goals peacefully. Instead, the situation has been stoked to a higher level of fervor with the sale of arms to Taiwan in 2020; and the policy announced by the US State Department in 2021 encouraging federal government officials to embrace meeting with Taiwanese officials. China responded to both moves by increasing its military activities in the Taiwan Strait, increased incursions into Taiwan airspace, and amplified warnings to the United States not to give support to those in Taiwan who seek to declare formal independence.44 Policy makers should not sit back and allow the situation to unfold on Chinaâ€™s timeline without having a plan. Why not? Because the outcome will be one that sacrifices Taiwanese independence and sovereignty, which has been a fundamental part of the United Statesâ€™ foreign policy in Asia since 1949. 
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