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		Abstract

		This work discusses Hart’s famous theory of rules or the existence theory. It also explores the rule of recognition; investigates the characteristics of Hart’s primary and secondary rules; evaluates Hart’s definition of law; and identifies the main weaknesses in Austin’s command theory. What are the minimum contents of natural law for Hart? What were the main defects in the legal system of Hart’s primitive society? Why are secondary rules needed? What are the main functions of the secondary rules? What is Hart’s definition of law or what are the conditions for the validity of a legal system? Is law the union of primary and secondary rules only? What criteria are used for identifying and recognizing law in a modern legal system? Does the rule of recognition identify, validate, and recognize other rules of the legal system or provide criteria for their validity? How is the rule of recognition an ultimate rule and how is it a supreme criterion? From where has Hart borrowed the idea that the rule of recognition is the ultimate rule? Were the ideas, terms, and phrases used by Hart anticipated by earlier jurists? What are Hart’s main achievements? 
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