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		Abstract

		A criminal trial is the zenith of criminal law in the adversarial justice system. This work elaborates how the criminal courts take cognizance of a criminal case in different types of offences in the Pakistani legal system. It discusses the types of criminal trials and highlights various stages of the trial. It explains the commencement of trial, supply of documents/copy of proposed evidence to the accused, framing of charge, recording plea of the accused, conviction on his guilty plea, summoning the prosecution evidence, recording of evidence during the trial, examination of the accused, recording his statement under section 342 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Cr.P.C), and his defence evidence when he wishes so, hearing final arguments, rendering the final judgment of acquittal or conviction and finally awarding an appropriate sentence. It also explains the role of the public prosecutor; how the trial is conducted by the prosecution and the defence? It discusses the role of the trial judge, especially his power to acquit the accused at any stage of the trial under section 249-A and 265-K Cr.P.C. and who can testify in the trial under the Qanun-e-Shahdat Order. Moreover, it also explains what evidence a judge should accept in a criminal trial. 
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