

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Where Science Meets Society: Scientific Explanation of Random Mass Murders

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			15 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 23 Oct 2023
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Graham LittleGraham Little
Independent


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: September 19, 2023

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		All life experience is determined by the outcomes resulting from application of the ideas adopted and applied to any circumstance. It follows, that for a person to commit an action of random murder they are expecting to gain some form of positive outcome. Such an expectation can only arise from expectation of release of emotional stress rationalised in the personâ€™s mind by them adopting ideas which, after the event, will likely seem not credible, and contrary to what is considered sensible. 

This fundamental analysis of the personâ€™s mind committing an act of random mass murder leads to the view that such actions are best regarded as â€˜unthinkable actsâ€™. For example, recently in Christchurch New Zealand, a mother was found guilty of murdering her three young children with a sense of her motivations quite inexplicable. 

Unthinkable acts are thus differentiated from acts of terrorism or acts of violence against a known target able to be specified along with the reasons they are the target. Terrorism and criminal violence are thus differentiated from unthinkable acts by the precision with which the person can describe and justify in their mind, their actions. 

Within SMH unthinkable acts are due accumulation of emotions with either unidentified source, or with a source the person feels unable to influence and where they feel helpless. This results in emotions of generalised disquiet, helplessness, hopelessness in that no change is judged likely, and disassociation from friends, family and disenfranchisement from society. Such emotions are referred to as social angst. 

With weak self-management, social angst will accumulate, and with time may reach a level where the person begins to adopt ideas rationalising release of their discomfort. Such people also know the ideas they are holding are not able to be discussed with others who they judge do not understand. 

Diversity, as in acceptance of people one does not like,  is intrinsic to freedom. Social angst is intrinsic to diversity. A democratic society compounds social angst, especially as diversity of opinion increases, in that those elected to power may hold views to which the person objects. Hence social angst will increase as social diversity increases. It is then predicted that unthinkable acts will increase as diversity increases in democratic society and will be greatest in societies with greatest diversity and inequality of circumstance. 

There is no simple direct solution to reducing social angst. The choices are shrug, accept it, and continue as we are. Or take action that will moderate it by making it the central goal of all social  management to moderate social angst. There are four specific steps: (1) Require all politicians to forgo all personal views on all topics, and to have as their sole focus the development of workable compromise between all groups in opposition (2) Define all media outlets as official or not official, with an official outlet being one that presents the news without opinion or comment. (3)  All universities to be constrained by the deal of 1097 and be held to account for the quality of all ideas loose in society, and to have a policy position to be adhered to by all employees,  who must defer to institutional policy and may not represent any other ideas as supported by the university. (4) Education in the science of people, SMH, and how to apply SMH to better manage themselves in our modern world.

The cause of unthinkable acts is accumulation of social angst such the person crosses a line, first in mind, then in fact, and does the â€˜unthinkableâ€™ 
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