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		Abstract

		This study investigates how piracy website blocking implemented by Internet Service Providers (ISPs) impacts the consumption of piracy and of legal video content. Using browsing data from Brazil and India, we examine shifts in user behavior during three waves of website blocking occurring in December 2019 and September 2020 in India, and July 2021 in Brazil. Using the methodology employed by Danaher et al. (2020) to study piracy website blocking in the UK from 2012 to 2014, we find that all three waves of block in our study caused statistically and economically significant increases in usage of legal media sites. 

Our results are consistent with those in the prior UK study showing that piracy website blocking can lead to increases in legal consumption. Specifically, website blocking in India in 2019 and 2020 caused an 8.1% and 3.1% increase in legal consumption, and website blocking in Brazil in 2021 caused 5.2% increase in legal consumption. Importantly, this provides evidence that website blocking in Brazil and India in 2019, 2020, and 2021 has a similar effect as it did in the UK in 2013 and 2014, despite the fact that during that intervening time the landscape of piracy and legal consumption has changed significantly. In short, our results suggest that piracy website blocking remains an effective strategy for increasing legal consumption of copyrighted content. 
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