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		Abstract

		In the context of abortion, parental notification and consent statutes attempt to strike a balance between a young woman's right to choose to terminate her pregnancy and her parents' right to autonomy in making childrearing decisions.  Where a minor is mature and well informed enough to make her decision on her own, or where she would be at risk of abuse or neglect if her parents learned of her decision, these statutes allow her not to involve her parents if she obtains a judicial bypass.  Increasingly, these statutes include a third basis - best interests - for allowing a minor to make her decision without parental involvement, but according to what rationale is unclear.  In this Article, Professor Storrow and Ms. Martinez articulate a theoretical foundation for granting best-interests minors a judicial bypass. After reviewing the underpinnings of parental notification and consent statutes and analyzing recent developments in the constitutional protection of parental autonomy, the authors conclude that a best-interests minor, like a parent defending against a third-party visitation petition, is entitled to special respect when she elects to terminate her pregnancy. 
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