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		Abstract

		Health law and scholarship about health law has been dominated in the past two decades with concerns about autonomy and rights (usually about patient autonomy and patient rights) and with the application of principles of market theory. In this essay, the author urges consideration of another approach - one which focuses on responsibility. While health care is fundamentally concerned with the prevention and alleviation of suffering, responsibility for the alleviation of that suffering is rarely discussed or, if discussed, is seldom explored in comprehensive ways. The author argues that our relationships to one another regarding health care carry responsibilities because health is uniquely interpersonal - individual health conditions, health habits, and health care decisions all affect others. In addition, particular relationships might carry heightened responsibilities for others' health and health care - for example, through the voluntary creation of expectations, the invitation of trust, the receipt of a license, or a relative's dependency. In fact, some responsibilities are already recognized as an ethical or legal matter, and not always as simply a corollary of an existing right. But while there exists in some contexts good explanations for why someone has responsibility and what that responsibility is, this is the exception rather than the rule. Focusing on responsibilities, rather than simply rights or efficiencies would, in the author's view, offer greater possibilities for reducing or eliminating health-related suffering. 
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